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Rudimentary Horn Pregnancy 
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The frequency of unicornuate uterus with 
rudimentary horn is estimated to be one in 20,000 to 
60,000 fertile women. The incidence of pregnancy in such 
a uterine horn is even lower at one in 100,000 to 140,000 
or one i_n 5000 to 15,000 of all ectopic pregnancies; 90% of 
the reported cases of rudimentary horn pregnancies were 
presented with rupture in the second trimester and fewer 
than so;;, were diagnosed preoperatively. A case of 
rudimentry horn pregnancy managed in the Medical 
college Hospital, Thrissur is reported below. 

A 28 year old second gravida (G2 P1 Ll. PrCs) was 
admitted on February 25th 98 with abdominal pain as an 
emergency after being referred from a local hospital. 
Gestational age from LMP was 11 wks. Examination 
revealed patient in good general condition, vague lower 
abd. tenderness and vaginal examination findings of a 
minimally tender cystic mass of about 10 ems in diameter 
in the left adnexa with a bulky uterus. 

Figure 1: Gravid Rudimentary Horn Left side 

Figure 2: Cut open Rudimentary Horn with fetus. 

An USG done showed a live gestation of 11 wks 
in the region of adnexa with a bulky uterus with no 
gestation inside theca vity. With a provisional diagnosis 
of advanced tubal ectopic gestation on the left side, an 
emergency laparotomy was done under GA. The uterus 
was bicornuate with the left horn rudimentary and gravid 
measuring about lOcms in diameter It was attached to 
left side of the main body of the uterus by a short 
fibromuscular band. The left tube, ovary and the round 
ligament were in relation to the lateral aspect of the gravid 
rudimentary horn. Excision of the rudimentary horn with 
the left tube was done. 
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